
NEURALSYNC - FREE GUIDE 

The Beginner's Guide to AI Tools 

Beyond ChatGPT 

If the only AI tool you've ever opened is ChatGPT, you've seen one corner of a much bigger room. This guide 

is a map of the rest of it. 

Most people who use AI ask the same question: “which AI should I use?” That question doesn't really have an 

answer, because there is no single best AI. These tools are specialists, not generalists - each one was built to be 

exceptional at a narrow set of things. The people and businesses getting real value out of AI have stopped looking 

for one tool to rule everything. They ask a different question instead: “what am I actually trying to do right now?” - 

and then they open the tool built for that job. 

This guide introduces the tools worth knowing beyond the familiar chat box: what each one is genuinely good at, 

where it falls short, and how to start pointing the right tool at the right task. None of this requires a technical 

background - just five minutes and a willingness to try something other than the app you already have open. 

The Big Six - Language Models 

These are the general-purpose “thinking” tools - you type or talk to them, and they respond. ChatGPT is the one 

almost everyone has tried. The other five each beat it at something specific. 

 

          ChatGPT (OpenAI)   ·   General all-rounder 

The familiar baseline - fast, capable, and genuinely good for everyday drafting, brainstorming, and quick questions. 

It's the one most people already know, which is exactly why it's easy to stop here. 

Best for: A solid starting point for almost anything - but often outperformed by a specialist once the task gets deeper, 

longer, or more nuanced. 

 

   Claude (Anthropic)   ·   Long documents & nuance 

Handles very large documents - full contracts, reports, research papers, entire data exports - without losing track of 

what came before. It also tends to write with a more careful, human tone than most alternatives. 

Best for: Reading and summarising long documents, and any writing where precision, tone, and nuance actually matter - 

emails, proposals, reports, anything client-facing. 

 

   Gemini (Google)   ·   Google ecosystem & live search 

Built directly into Google Docs, Sheets, Gmail, and Drive, and connected to live Google search results rather than a 

fixed training cutoff. 

Best for: Anyone whose work already lives inside Google's tools, or who needs current, sourced information pulled from 

the live web. 

 

   Grok (xAI / X)   ·   Real-time & direct 

https://chatgpt.com/
https://claude.ai/new
https://gemini.google.com/app
https://grok.com/


Lives inside X (formerly Twitter), with live access to whatever is trending right now - news, markets, public 

sentiment, as it happens. 

Best for: A real-time pulse check on a topic, company, or industry conversation as it's actually unfolding, not as it was 

written up afterward. 

 

   DeepSeek   ·   Technical reasoning 

A model built in China with exceptional performance on logic, maths, and coding - and it's available at a fraction of 

the cost of most competitors. 

Best for: Structured problem-solving and anything technical - coding, calculations, step-by-step analysis - where raw 

reasoning power matters more than writing style. 

 

     Perplexity   ·   Research with sources 

Not really a chatbot - more of a research engine. Every answer comes with live citations pulled straight from the 

web, so you can check exactly where it came from. 

Best for: Anything where you need to trust the answer: research before a big decision, background-checking a company, 

or fact-checking before you rely on something in public. 

Visual & Creative - Image and Video 

Language models write text. A different family of tools generates images and video directly from a written 

description - no design or editing software required. 

 

            Qwen (Alibaba)   ·   Image generation 

Alibaba's model is strong at both text and image generation, turning a written description into a finished visual in 

seconds. 

Best for: Website imagery, social media graphics, concept visuals, and illustrations - no design skills needed to get a 

usable result. 

 

             Luma Ray 3   ·   Video generation 

A state-of-the-art text-to-video and image-to-video model. It turns a written description - or a still image - into a 

short, cinematic moving clip. 

Best for: A product teaser, concept animation, or a visual for a presentation - without a video production budget or crew. 

A Quick Way to Choose 

If you only remember one thing from this guide, remember this table. 

 

If you need to… Open… 

Write, edit, or summarise a long document Claude 

https://www.deepseek.com/en/
https://www.perplexity.ai/
https://chat.qwen.ai/?inputFeature=image_edit
https://lumalabs.ai/ray


Ask a quick question or brainstorm ChatGPT 

Work inside Google Docs, Sheets, or Gmail Gemini 

Check what's trending right now Grok 

Solve a technical or logic-heavy problem DeepSeek 

Research something and trust the sources Perplexity 

Generate an image from a description Qwen 

Generate a video from a description Luma Ray 3 

Two Tools Worth Knowing - For When You're Ready to Go Further 

 

   Claude.ai - with a free account   ·   Free to start 

Using any AI tool without an account is like renting a hotel room - it's reset every time you leave. Create a free 

Claude account and it remembers what you told it last week, lets you upload full documents, and keeps ongoing 

projects organised in one place. Perplexity works the same way with an account - your research history stays intact 

instead of disappearing. 

Best for: Anyone doing repeated or ongoing work with AI - not just a one-off question. 

 

     Claude Code - AI that writes and runs code   ·   For the curious 

Claude Code is a tool where the AI doesn't just suggest code - it writes it, runs it, edits files, and builds entire small 

applications, working through a task step by step. You don't need to know how to code to direct it; you describe 

what you want in plain language. Think of it as a developer that works at the speed of thought - useful for 

automating repetitive tasks, building a simple internal tool, or processing data at scale. 

Best for: Anyone with a repetitive manual process, a spreadsheet nightmare, or an idea for a small tool - and no budget 

for a custom development project. 

The Mindset Shift 

Someone who uses Perplexity for research, Claude for important documents, Gemini for their Google-based work, 

and Qwen for a quick image is operating at a different level than someone who opens ChatGPT for everything and 

stops there. Almost all of these tools are free or nearly free to try. The real question was never which one is “best” - 

it's which one you should open first for the task in front of you. 

Start with Claude.ai - create a free account and upload a document you're already working on. That one step is 

usually the fastest way to feel the difference between an AI you talk to and an AI you actually work with. 

 

 

Beyond the free guide 

https://claude.ai/new
https://claude.ai/code


Knowing which tool to open is the first step. Getting real value out of them - wired into how you or 
your business actually works - is a different job: picking the right tools for your specific workflow, 
automating the repetitive parts, and building anything custom that off-the-shelf AI can't do out of 
the box. 

That's what NeuralSync does - websites, AI integration, automation, and custom tools for 
businesses that want to move faster than “open ChatGPT and hope.” Get in touch to talk through 
where AI could actually save you time. 

 


